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"There Must Be Heresies Among You" 

1 Corinthians 11:18-19 

29 June Anno Domini 2003 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Dear Baptized, 

There is a certain reality concerning the Church that has been a part of her life since the two or three 

gathered in the Presence of the LORD, wherein one asked, "Did God say?" (Genesis 3:1) and the 

one entrusted with the Word of God remained silent. This reality concerning the Church is often 

doubted by the theologically naive and deviously denied by those who are living and dying 

fulfillments of it. Both Holy Writ and the history of the Church have recorded example after 

example of this reality. Even, and especially, in these latter days the Bride of Christ is being abused 

by false sons within her pale. Jesus the Christ declared the certainty of this particularly reality in 

Matthew 18, as did the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 11. 

Behold the situation – a land where many religions and gods are acknowledged and invoked – a 

society in which permissiveness and tolerance are taught and demanded – even a communion 

wherein false teachers and licentious preachers are openly defended and false practices are 

applauded. Indeed, behold the Word of God written “to the Church of God which is at Corinth, to 

those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call on 

the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours” (1 Cor. 1:2). Please listen to the 18th 

and 19th verses of the first Corinthian epistle written by the Holy Spirit via the hand of the Apostle 

Paul and hear that ... 

... "There Must Be Heresies Among You" 

"For, in the first place, when you assemble as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; 

and I partly believe it, for there must be heresies among you in order that those who are genuine 

among you may be recognized." 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

In the first place, word has reached the Apostle Paul when there is a congregating of individuals as a 

church, he hears that "there are divisions among you." These realities do not surprise the holy writer. 

Though rejecting false doctrine of every sort, he accepts the fact that there will be heresies in the 

congregation. These schisms are in the context of the Divine Service, and specifically the divisions 

involve the Lord's Supper - not much different from today's assemblies and schisms. 

But note in this letter to the Corinthians that there is no wailing about the church not being one, nor 

hand-ringing that charity is not prevailing, nor whining about incessant internal purification, nor the 

chanting of the modern mantra of "missions, not doctrine," nor cheer-leading the faithful with the 
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Law, nor living in denial of the Truth. By today's standards, the Apostle Paul is neither loving in 

what he has written in the epistle to the Corinthians nor in what follows the sermon text in his letter.  

"There must be heresies." Translations soften this to "differences" (NIV), “dissensions” (NEB), 

“cliques” (Phillips) and "factions" (RSV & NKJV) but the word is "heresies" (KJV). Heresy is from 

the root word meaning, “choose.” This age of choice and these times of tolerance provide a fertile 

bed for both heresies and heretics. There must be, that is, there is the necessity that there be heresies 

within the congregation of Christendom, that is, within the Church, as well as within The Lutheran 

Church-Missouri Synod. This is most certainly true. The seeds of heresy are sown by sinful man. 

Residing within each of us - because even though we be saint, we are most certainly sinner - is the 

base love of the lie. The would-be heretic within each of us “should, by daily contrition and 

repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and, again, a new man daily come forth 

and arise, who shall live before God in righteous and purity forever” ( Luther’s Small Catechism ). 

So please note, the error does not make the heretic. Rather, it is the persistence in and practice of the 

error that makes the heretic. Peter repented of his sin of triple denial of the Incarnate Son of God and 

was forgiven of all his sins; Judas lived the lie and died in the denial of justification by grace through 

faith in Christ Jesus. Have you ever known someone - or do you this day know someone - who 

persists in the lie? What is to be done with that man? It must be an awful life with a weaving of self-

rule and Satan's truth. Such a one is no longer able to live without the lie. Each morning is a "by lie 

and by-law day." Each evening is a prelude to the darkness of going to one's own place just as the 

betrayer did. Soon such a one cannot live without the lie and that one develops a flair and fashion for 

catering to the lie. The two poets are correct in their observations – the first is proverbial – the 

second, quite biting ... 

O what a tangled web we weave, 

when we practice to deceive! 

          (Sir Walter Scott) 

But when we've practiced quite a while, 

how vastly we improve our style. 

          (Alexander Pope) 

However, the truth that man is by nature sinful and unclean is not the reason why the Apostle Paul 

writes "there must be heresies among you." The reason is that God permits them. While the LORD 

wills neither the lie nor the abiding in the lie, He does permit them as long as His Church is in this 

world. In Matthew 18 Jesus states, "Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For 'it is necessary' that 

temptations come, but woe to the man by whom the temptation comes!" (Matthew 18:7). Woe to the 

Tempter's agent! Woe to the heretic! 

The first part of the reason why heresies and divisions and factions are necessary is that God permits 

them and will even use them to accomplish His purpose. Joseph proclaimed this very truth to his 

brothers, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that 

many people should be kept alive, as they are today” (Genesis 50:20). Sometimes, contrary to the 

will of God, there is no repentance. Consider the following episode that was hidden from the 

disciples as it was happening. 

On the night when He was betrayed Jesus said, "The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe 

to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had 
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not been born" (Matthew 26:24). "So when He had dipped the morsel, He gave it to Judas, the son of 

Simon Iscariot. Then after the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, 'What you are 

going to do, do quickly'" (John 13:26-27). Thus did Judas leave the Light and go out into the 

darkness (John 13:30). 

Later, after the fact, the followers of Christ discovered what happened. God had used a man who was 

living the lie as the means to accomplish His purpose, namely, the redemption of the world. The 

LORD allowed the betrayer to go about his devilish business, even as Jesus went about His Father's 

business by being “the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) and, in doing 

so, atoning for the sins of Peter and Judas, for the sins of heretic and heathen, for the sins of Adam 

and Mary, for the sins of you and me, "and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world" 

(1 John 2:2). 

Someone might be thinking, "Well, that is all fine and good that God, while not wanting or willing 

anyone to sin, did permit and use the devil and wicked men to accomplish His purpose in going to 

the cross where He shed His Blood, atoned for all sin and died for all. But that is over and Christ is 

risen. That was then and it is done. This is now." To this we say, "Amen! Amen! 'It is finished' (John 

19:20). Thanks be to God. This is most certainly true." 

This brings us to the second part of the reason why heresies and divisions and factions are necessary, 

for indeed what happened to Christ Who is the Head is also the way of the Body of Christ. God will 

permit and will even use heresies for the benefit of His Church. Or, in the words of the Apostle Paul, 

"For, in the first place, when you assemble as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; 

and I partly believe it, for there must be heresies among you in order that those who are genuine 

among you may be recognized." 

The first part of the reason why heresies and divisions and factions are necessary is that God permits 

them and will even use them to accomplish His purpose. The second part of the reason is that, in 

order to preserve His Church, the Lord will allow her to be infested and tested.  

God often feigns wrath and impatience with His saints. We think, for instance, of the 

times when He afflicted Job, Jeremiah, David, and others. This, however, was not to 

be a judgment for their ruin and destruction; rather it was to be a trial, as 1 Cor. 11:19 

and Psalm 30 declare. 

   "Sermons on the Gospel of St. John" by Martin Luther 

       "Luther's Works," vol. 22, John 3:20. 

We, today, are not experiencing anything different from has taken place in the past. Jude wrote 

warning the Church: 

"Beloved, being very eager to write to you of our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to 

you to contend for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For admission has been 

secretly gained by some who long ago were designated for condemnation, ungodly persons who 

pervert the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ" 

(Jude 3-4). 

The Church today not only has foes from the outside, but false sons within her pale. Certain 

individuals have been here a long time, members of ELIM (the liberal faction within The Lutheran 
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Church—Missouri Synod three decades ago) who pledged to remain within the Synod. They and 

their disciples are still here this day. Today within the LCMS – from sea to shining sea, from false 

preachers in the east to false teachers in the west – the one telling you that the Muslim god is the 

same as the Christian God – the other telling your sons, daughters and grandchildren who come into 

his university classroom that they need to get beyond the Sunday School lesson of God creating the 

universe in six days – they are here. 

You ask, what of the positive? – For the Apostle writes “there must be heresies among you in order 

that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.” Who has been recognized in the past as 

standing for the truth in the midst of the heresies of man? 

Polycarp entered the arena of the games and took his place in that infield. This church father would 

not deny the LORD God by acknowledging any other god. He looked at the mob of lawless pagans 

in the amphitheater, shook his fist at them and said, "Away with the atheists!" To the governor who 

ordered him to curse Christ, Polycarp said to him, "I am a Christian. And if you would like to learn 

the doctrine of Christianity, set aside a day and listen." Polycarp was martyred because of his 

confession of Christ and his rejection of other gods. 

Athanasias, in a convention where he was out-numbered, stood for the truth and would not 

compromise by tolerating even an iota ... not even the letter "i." When Luther was called to re-cant 

the truth before the leaders of the land and the representatives of the anti-Christ, he would not do so. 

Consider also C.F.W. Walther in Missouri. Want to know of someone genuine? Read of Hermann 

Sasse in Nazi Germany in “The Lonely Way” from Concordia Publishing House. 

Moreover, the Scriptures of both the Old and the New Testament state explicitly that God 

permits false teachers to arise in order that Christians may show their obedience by avoiding 

them, not in order that Christians may fraternize with them (Deut. 13:3; 8:2; 1 Cor. 11:19). If 

Christians, against the divine prohibition, fellowship false teachers and tolerate false 

doctrines, they commit the sin which the Church calls “unionism,” “syncretism.” 

   "Christian Dogmatics" by Franz Pieper 

      Volume 3, page 425 

God is permitting heresies in His Church today “in order that those who are genuine among you 

may be recognized.”  Who might these genuine be? Consider just one of the faithful, the Rev. 

Wallace Schulz. Read his Biblical, Confessional, Pastoral report on the syncretistic, interfaith 

worship service at Yankee Stadium and compare it with the Dispute Resolution Panel’s Report. The 

genuine among us will certainly be made manifest there. 

Pastors who stand for the truth have no problem encouraging the laity to read the two reports. 

Leaders who have departed from the truth will not speak of these two reports. The Schulz report is 

grounded in the Word, both Law and Gospel, and provides no way out except through the God-given 

gift of repentance and the full forgiveness of sins for the sake of Jesus the Christ. The Panel’s 

decision confirms a man in his sin by invoking by-law after by-law, man’s opinion after man’s 

opinion. There are many among us who don’t want you to be aware of what’s going on, but please, 

please, take the time to read these two reports “in order that those who are genuine among you may 

be recognized.” 
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Why were, and why are, these faithful heroes of the Church so stubborn concerning the Christian 

faith? Because it was the difference between heaven and hell for each of them personally, and not for 

them only but also for the generations to come, and not for us and our children and grandchildren 

only, but also and even for those who hate the Body of Christ whether they be foes attacking from 

the outside or false sons within her pale. 

You see, Jesus suffered and died for foe as well as friend, for Cain as well as Abel, for Demas as 

well as David, for Judas as well as Peter, for Cerinthus as well as Athanasias, for Pope Paul the 

Third as well as Martin the Reformer, for the traitor as well as the faithful. Christ paid the Passover 

price both for those who deny Christ and for those who do not know Him ... whether laity or clergy 

... whether that be the Jewish rabbi or the Muslim imam or the Hindu benedictor or the pagan 

prophetess or the new age medium. 

Just as the LORD God is neither Baal nor the Golden Calf nor the corrupted god of Judaism nor the 

Muslim god nor any other god, so also the true Jesus is not the Mormon Jesus nor the Muslim Jesus 

nor the Jehovah's Witness Jesus nor any other false christ. It’s not Jesus first among many Jesuses; 

that’s false doctrine. Rather, it’s Jesus alone. 

Therefore, Christian love and charity does not consist in standing by and confirming the eternal 

destruction of your neighbor who is praying to and worshiping a god who is not the LORD God. If 

you stand by him and confirm him as he invokes a false god, you are participating in his idolatry. 

This is a blatant breaking of the First and Second Commandments. True love does not let the Jew die 

without speaking to him or her of Jesus. Loving your neighbor does not mean that you remain silent 

so that the Arab dies in the Muslim religion without hearing the truth that Christ Jesus died and rose 

again for him. Letting charity prevail does not mean compromising the faith so that either Jew or 

Gentile, male or female, slave or free, infant or aged steps into eternity without hearing the LORD 

God's Word of Law and Gospel. 

"Thus the outward appearance and the lot of the church are the same from the 

beginning of the world until our time. We also endeavor to oppose and remedy offenses; but 

these examples remind us that, as Christ says (Matt. 18:7): 'Offenses must come,' and Paul (1 

Cor. 11:19): 'There must be heresies among you.' Let us, therefore, prepare ourselves to be 

patient, and let us learn to endure the rage and the blows of Satan as he tries to tear the 

church of Christ to pieces and establish his own church. We are no better than the fathers. 

Even with much sweat and effort they barely succeeded in preserving the Word and in 

snatching some from the jaws of Satan. Even Abraham was almost swallowed up by the 

church of Nimrod; but he was called back by the voice of the Lord, who admonished him to 

separate from the ungodly race and to seek a new abode." 

   "Lectures on Genesis" by Martin Luther 

        "Luther's Works," vol. 2, Genesis 11:11 

"There must be heresies" [1 Cor. 11:19]. But according to the hidden council of God 

even these must serve the church. It doesn't seem right for us Christians to deny our Christian 

love to those whom a terrible spiritual fate has led onto the path of error. But it is our duty to 

make clear to the Christian congregation just what heresy is, in contradistinction to the 

dogma of the church, which has not been invented by men, but which God himself gives us 

in his Word. 
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   "Flight from Dogma" (1942) by Hermann Sasse 

        "The Lonely Way II," page 97 

The changes are subtle and often go by without our noticing. For example, the 1970s attempt to 

make the “Gospel” the basis, norm and standard of what we believe, teach and confess. You might 

wonder what’s wrong with that. Dear Baptized, it is not the “Gospel” that is the norm or the formal 

principle of the Lord’s Church, but the “Scriptures.” The Reformation cry is “sola Scriptura.” 

Listen with discerning ears what is being said from many today who appeal to the Gospel as the 

standard, doing so at the expense of the Word. 

Thus, in these matters, the Lutheran, that is, the Christian does not say, "Let charity prevail." Rather, 

the Lutheran declares, "Let the Truth – that is, let God’s Word prevail." Or, as Luther taught ... 

Wrath and argument are indeed to be put away where the matter of love is at stake; 

but in the case of faith they neither can nor should be put away, because it is 

necessary that there be heresies (1 Cor. 11:19). 

   "Lectures on Deuteronomy" Martin Luther 

        "Luther's Works," vol. 9, Deuteronomy 26:1 

"There must be heresies among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be 

recognized." In order for this to take place, you must know the truth and be convinced of it. In order 

to detect both the lie and the liar, you must be well-versed in the Word of God and willing to stand 

on and for the same. If you hide from knowing the truth you will default to the lie. Get yourself 

informed on ancient history and recent decisions. You will read of deceivers and faithful in the 

church, that is, of those who decide and act without the Word of God as they appeal to convention 

decrees and seek refuge in man-made by-laws. Don’t think that this hasn’t or can’t happen. This is 

nothing new. 

[Noah] "had seen the former world for such a long time; and he hoped that his 

offspring would abide by the Word and in the fear of God, since they had been warned by the 

awful example of the Flood. But the good father is mistaken. For scarcely after a hundred 

years had passed since the Flood, Nimrod attacked the godly generation, drove it from its 

abodes, and established a new church and new forms of worship." 

   "Lectures on Genesis," Martin Luther 

        "Luther's Works," vol. 2, Genesis 11:11 

 6 - Although the Christian doctrine set forth in this Confession has remained 

practically unchallenged (- except for the charges of the papists -) it can nevertheless 

not be denied that some theologians did depart from it in several important and 

significant articles, either because they failed to grasp their true meaning or because 

they did not abide by them. Some, while boasting of and benefiting from their 

adherence to the Augsburg Confession, even dared to give a false interpretation to 

these articles. 

7 - This caused serious and dangerous schisms in the true Evangelical churches, just 

as during the very lifetime of the holy apostles frightful errors arose among those who 

pretended to be Christians and gloried in the doctrine of Christ. Some wanted to 

become righteous and to be saved by the works of the law (Acts 15:1-5, 10, 24); some 
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denied the resurrection of the dead (1 Cor. 15:12); and others even denied that Christ 

was eternal and true God. The holy apostles were compelled vigorously to denounce 

all of these in their sermons and in their writings, though they knew that these titanic 

errors and the subsequent bitter controversies would involve serious offense for both 

the unbelievers and the weak believers. 

8 - Similarly at the present time our adversaries, (the papists,) rejoice over the 

schisms which have occurred among us, in the unchristian but futile hope that these 

disagreements will ultimately lead to the ruin of the pure doctrine. The weak in faith, 

on the other hand, will be scandalized; some will doubt if the pure doctrine can 

coexist among us with such divisions, while others will not know which of the 

contending parties they should support. 

9 - After all, these controversies are not, as some may think, mere misunderstandings 

or contentions about words, with one party talking past the other, so that the strife 

reflects a mere semantic problem of little or no consequence. On the contrary, these 

controversies deal with weighty and important matters, and they are of such a nature 

that the opinions of the erring party cannot be tolerated in the church of God, much 

less be excused and defended. 

10 - For that reason necessity requires that such controverted articles be explained on 

the basis of God's Word and of approved writings in such a way that anybody with 

Christian intelligence can see which opinion in the controverted issues agrees with the 

Word of God and the Christian Augsburg Confession, and so that well-meaning 

Christians who are really concerned about the truth may know how to guard and 

protect themselves against the errors and corruptions that have invaded our midst. 

        The Formula of Concord Anno Domini 1577 

            Solid Declaration, Introduction, para. 6-10 

            The Book of Concord (Tappert, p. 502-502) 

The text once more: "For, in the first place, when you assemble as a church, I hear that there are 

divisions among you; and I partly believe it, for there must be heresies among you in order that 

those who are genuine among you may be recognized." 

So, let the ears of the haughty heretics and their deceived disciples recall what Jesus said to the 

betrayer, specifically, “What you are going to do, do quickly” (John 13:27). 

And let the ears of the faithful, penitent souls hear the Word of the LORD, specifically, you are 

forgiven of all your sins in the Name of the Father and of the  

+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 


